Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 153 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
The title compound, C 12 H 14 N 2 O 3 , was synthesized as an intermediate for the synthesis of metamitron. The benzene ring forms dihedral angles of 86.3 (2) and 10.0 (3) with the ethyl group and the acetylimino plane, respectively. The crystal structure involves intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku 2004); cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: RAPID-AUTO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2001); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; softcrops. The currently used weed control strategy in sugarbeet involves a mixture of herbicides(phenmedipham, ethofumesate, metamitron, chloridazon etc) to control dicotyledonus weeds. 70% wettable powderand has been used for the control of morel goosefoot chickweed Lamium barbatum etc. Metamitron can be used before and after the plantingis. It can be applied to the control of the entire crop growing period with better efficacy when it cooperate with others herbicides and pesticides (Javier et al., 2006) . The title compound (I) was synthesized as an intermediate for the synthesis of metamitron. We report here the crystal structure of (I).
Related literature
In (I) (Fig. 1) , all bond lengths and angles are normal and in a good agreement with those reported previously (Glaser et al., 1993) . The benzene ring plane forms dihedral angles of 86.3 (2)° and 10.0 (3)° with the ethyl plane (O1/O2/C7/C8/C9) and the acetylimino plane (O3/N1/N2/C4/C5/C6/C7/C11/C12), respectively. The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular
C-H-O and N-H-O hydrogen bonds.
Experimental Ethyl benzoylformate 12.1 g (6.8 mmol), was dissolved in 20 ml e thanol in a flask equipped with stirrer and reflux condenser. Acethydrazide 5.1 g(6.8 mmol) was slowly added from a dropping-funnel during 30 minutes while maintaining the temperature at 75-80°C for eight hours. Evaporation of portion of the solvent and cooling down the remaining solution in ice water yielded white crystals out after three hours (11.9 g, yield 78.9%) (Pan et al., 2007) . Single crystals suitable for X-ray measurement were obtained by recrystallization from petroleum ether at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were found on difference maps. All H atoms were positioned geometrically [N- 
